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OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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the 

year  1937. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen; 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  my  thirty-sixth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  your  District. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


Area  ( in  acres) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

52; 553 

Population  Census  1921 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5?  999 

Population  Census  1931 

i  *  •  •  •  • 

6;  144 

Estimated  Population  1937 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

5 ;  865 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

at  end  of  1937 

1,786 

Rateable  value  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

£26,083 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny 

rate 

£103 

Social  Conditions. 

Agriculture  is  the  staple  industry,  there  being  no  factories 
or  workshops  save  such  as  are  common  to  all  Rural  Districts. 
Iron-stone  is  worked  in  the  vicinity  of  Market  Overton  and 
Cottesmore.  A  large  aerodrome  has  been  established  by  the  Air 
Force  at  Cottesmore. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Births,  legitimate  M.  38  P.  37 

u  illegitimate  M.  2  F. 2 

Totals:-  40  39 


Total  75 

Total _ 4 

79 


Still-births  5  all  legitimate. 

Birth-rate 

Birth-rate  for  England  &  Wales 

s 

Deaths:  Males  46.  Females  41. 

Crude  Death-rate 


13-4 

14*9 

Total  87 

14*8 
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Comparative  Death-rate  (i.e.  allowing  for  age  and  sex 

di strihution) 

u  w  u  for  England  &  Wales 


12-  3 
12-4 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age?  legitimate  8  ~ 

illegitimate  1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  114 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  &  Wales  . .  . .  58 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes. 

Measles 

Influenza 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  tuberculosis  diseases 
Cancer 5  malignant  disease 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  etc. 
Heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Bronchitis  . . 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Peptic  ulcer 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  . . 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 
Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 
Congenital  causes 
Suicide 

Other  violence 

Other  defined  diseases  .  . 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Males. 

46 


3 
1 

4 
1 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

3 

9 


Females. 

41 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

12 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority: - 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for  the  Leicestershire  & 
Rutland  Combined  Districts  in  which  this  District  is  included. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector*  Mr.  J.  Alderwood*  has  been  a  whole¬ 
time  Officer  for  this  and  kindred  services.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  year  he  completed  fifty  years’  service.  Advancing  years* 
ill  health  and  the  effect  of  an  accident  in  the  course  of  his 
official  duties  led  to  his  retirement  in  all  save  a  consultative 
capacity.  A  fully  qualified  and  experienced  successor*  having 
been  selected  from  a  large  number  of  applicants*  entered  upon  his 
duties  this  year. 

Hospitals:  - 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the 
Leicestershire  Isolation  Hospitals*  usually  to  Melton  Mowbray. 

Other  particulars  furnished  in  previous  Annual  Reports  are 
still  applicable*  no  special  alterations  or  developments  having 
taken  place  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water; - 

Improvement  and  extension  of  the  public  supply  at  Empingham 
has  been  completed  and  the  scheme  is  functioning  satisfactorily. 
An  Engineer  having  been  consulted  with  regard  to  the  provision  of 
a  public  supply  for  Edith  Weston*  a  suitable  source  is  now  being 
sought  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  efforts  to  obtain  water  from  a 
bore-hole  near  by  will  meet  with  success. 

Ten  samples  of  well  water  were  examined,  six  proving  unsat¬ 
isfactory.  Five  wells  were  cleansed  and  repaired  and  one  well 
at  Egleton  was  closed. 

Drainage  &  Sewerage;  - 

No  sewer  extensions  are  recorded  for  the  year  under  review. 
Closet  Accommodation;  - 

Approximate  No.  in  District  (1)  Privies  60 

(2)  Pail  Closets  973 

(3)  Water  Closets  264 

There  were  no  conversions  to  water-carriage, 
were  converted  to  pail  closets. 


Three  privies 
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3  „  Scavenging : - 

Seven  of  the  villages  in  the  District  -  Cottesmore*  Exton* 
Empingham*  Greetham*  Langham*  Market  Overton  and  Man ton  -  are 
provided  with  a  system  of  weekly  scavenging  of  night-soil  and 
refuse  by  Contractors.  A  partial  removal  is  provided  for 
Ashwell*  Barrow  and  Whissendine.  Cesspools  at  Empingham  are 
emptied  by  contractc 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District : - 

The  following  particulars  are  submitted  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector*  Mr.  J.  Alderwood.  Owing  to  his  illness  some  of  the 
figures  in  this  and  in  subsequent  sections  are  only  approximate. 
Total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  . .  64 
h  w  premises  visited  .  .  .  .  .  .  400 

si  *>'  »»  notices  served  -  Informal  168.  Statutory  6 

*>  u  h  summonses  issued  •  •  •  .  .  .  Nil 

Regulated  Buildings ; - 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ) 

Canal  Boats 

Tents*  Vans*  Sheds  &c. 

Offensive  Trades  ) 

Eradication  of  Bed-bugs : - 

No  cases  came  under  observation. 

S  chools : - 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  are  for  the 
most  part  very  small  and  many  of  them  are  very  old.  The  water 
supply  is  from  Wells  or  from  the  public  supply  if  available. 


) 

)  None  in  District. 


H  0  U  S  I  N  G. 

1 •  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year ; - 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . .  176 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . •  194 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations*  1925  . .  • •  44 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  .  .  71 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


(4) 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29933948 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

2  •  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Noti ce : - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

3 •  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year ; - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  &  16  of  the 

Housing  Act;  1936  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  A*cts  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(  c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  &  13  of  the 
Housing  Act;  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  6 

4 .  Housing  Act;  1935.  Overcrowding. 


(a) 

i . 

Number 

of 

dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

27 

year 

ii . 

Number 

of 

families  dwelling  therein 

27 

iii . 

Numb er 

of 

persons  dwelling  therein 

161 

(V 

Number 

of 

new  cases  of  overcrowding 

1 

reported  during  the  year 

(  c) 

i . 

Number 

of 

cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

3 

during  the  year 

ii . 

Number 

of 

persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

24 

( d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
Local  Authority  had  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  -  .  .  .  Nil 

No  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year  by  the  Council? 

but  13  have  been  provided  by  private  enterprise.  Eight  Council 

houses  are  now  in  course  of  construction,  while  plans  have  been 

approved  and  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  has  been  obtained  for 

18  others. 


INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD ._ 


(a)  Milk: - 


Producers:  - 
( Including 
producers  who 
retail  their 
own  milk) . 

No. 


No. 


No.  on  Register  141 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises  100 

No.  of  premises  found  to  require  1g 

No.  of  premises  cleansed  C-L^an°^n£  1 2 

of  premises  requiring  structural  g 

alterations  or  improvements 

remedied 


( 


(T  \ 

D  ) 
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Meat ; 


In  January  1937  there  were  14  licensed  Slaughter-houses  in 
the  District.  No  new  licenses  having  been  issued  during  the 
year*  the  total  in  December  was  14.  They  are  maintained  on  the 
whole  in  a  cleanly  and  sanitary  condition.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
reports  48  inspections  during  the  year*  14  being  at  time  of 
slaughter.  Of  cattle ,  excluding  cows?  two  carcases  were  con¬ 
demned,  one  being  on  account  of  Tuberculosis.  There  were  no 
condemnations  among  cows5  calves,  sheep,  lambs  or  pigs. 

( c )  Other  Foods : - 

There  are  16  Bakehouses  on  the  Register.  On  inspection 
limewashing  was  ordered  wherever  necessary. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AMD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  cases  came  under  observation  during  the  year;- 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

— 

Para-typhoid  fever 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

— 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

— 

The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was 

at  Burley,  and  the 

Diphtheria 

cases  were  at  Egleton,  Empingham  and  Edith  Weston. 

The  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  at  Upper  Hambleton. 

The  following  pathological  examinations  were  made  at  the 
Virol  Research  Laboratories;- 
Swabs  for  Diphtheria  27. 

Blood  for  Typhoid,  Para-typhoid  &  Undulant  Fevers  8. 


(6) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  age-di stribution  of  the 
Tuberculosis  cases: - 


I  ] 

Age-Periods 

New  Cases 

i . ! . 

Deaths 

i  j 

Pulmonary  j 

Non- 

j pulmonary j 

:  : 

;  , 

| Pulmonary 

:  i 

\  | 

N  on- 

pulmonary  | 

j  j 

|  5  years  and  under  10 

1  M. 

i 

!  f.  1 

:  : 

i . i 

S  M.  ! 

:  : 

M.  ! 

F. 

M. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

” 

- 

— 

|  10  it  it  it  15 

— 

;  i 

""" 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

|  — 

— 

j  20  u  it  ft  25 

— 

j  i 

1  i  ; 

i  — 

; 

. j 

1 

— 

•;  25  tt  it  s;  35 

— 

;  i 

I  1 

:  ; 

— 

. 

!  1 

— 

— 

|  35  tt  tt  tt  45 

-- 

[ . I 

— 

I  2  | 

i 

[ . j 

;  1 

:  ] 

— 

!  45  si  tt  si  55 

:  ■ 

1  1  | 

j  — 

|  — 

— 

1 

“ 

— 

:  . .  . ■ 

j  55  tt  tt  tt  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

:  i 

Totals: - 

;  i 

3 

1 

3 

|  1 

1 

One  of  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  Mental  Hospital  and  another 
at  Stamford  Infirmary.  The  other  fatal  cases  had  all  been  duly 
notified  in  this  District. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum; -  No  cases  came  under  observation. 


Factories?  Workshops  &  Workplaces:  - 


1. 

Inspections:  - 

Factories 

No. 

of 

inspections 

16 

No. 

of 

written  notices 

Nil 

Workshops  (including 

No. 

of 

inspections 

22 

Workshop-Laundries) 

No. 

of 

written  notices 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than 

No. 

of 

inspections 

Nil 

Outworkers’  premises) 

No. 

of 

written  notices 

Nil 

2. 

Defects  found:- 

Want 

;  of  Cleanliness 

8 

No. 

remedied 

8 

No  instance  of  Outworh  in  unwholesome  premises  came  under 
observation?  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  refer  any  matter 
to  H.M.  Inspector. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be? 

Your  obedient  Servant? 

J.  E.  O’CONNOR?  M.D.?  D.P.H. , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Kirby  Muxloe? 

Leicester. 

20th  May?  1938. 
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